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Another of the outstanding leaders responsible for the recognition of nutrition as a disciplinary and interdisciplinary science of major importance for human health and welfare, William J. Darby died on June 6, 2001, at his home in Nashville, Tennessee. He had been suffering the consequences of multiple strokes. He graduated in medicine from the University of Arkansas in 1937 and received his Ph.D. in biochemistry from the University of Michigan in 1942.
Throughout most of his professional career, he was Professor of Biochemistry and Director of the Division of Nutrition at Vanderbilt University. From 1972 to 1982, he served as President of the Nutrition Foundation founded by Charles Glen King. During his tenure, the Foundation sponsored many international meetings on nutrition issues, supported young investigators, financed nutrition research projects internationally, and published 16 monographs on nutrition as well as the monthly Nutrition Reviews.
His major scientific contributions to nutrition include the demonstration that folic acid corrects the macrocytic anemia of nontropical sprue; studies of nutrition and pregnancy, iron absorption in children, and iron metabolism of pregnant women; nutrition in ancient and modern Egypt; pellagra in Yugoslavia; and the nutrition surveys in many countries carried out under the auspices of the Interdepartmental Committee on Nutrition for National Development (ICNND). As Chairman of the Technical Advisory Committee of the Institute of Nutrition of Central America and Panama (INCAP) during its formative initial years from 1950 to 1960, he had a major impact on its successful development.
He was the driving force in the creation and activities of the Food Protection Committee of the US National Research Council and led it with energy and vision for 17 productive years. He was also a major contributor to the Council on Food and Nutrition of the American Medical Association and to many activities of the US Food and Nutrition Board. Some his most important international contributions came through his participation in or chairing of many WHO and WHO/FAO expert committees and consultations. He also obtained support for long-term nutrition field studies in Egypt and published a book on food customs of ancient Egypt, Food: the Gift of Osiris, with the Egyptian endocrinologist Paul Ghalioungui. He was an active member of the Committee on International Research and Training of the US National Institutes of Health and contributed to its annual evaluation visits to five overseas sites.
After retiring from the Nutrition Foundation and returning to Nashville, he dedicated his energies to building a history of nutrition collection as his legacy to Vanderbilt and scoured the world for the original texts of relevant publications. His exhibits on the history of nutrition at the annual meetings of the American Institute of Nutrition are legendary, and he was responsible for establishing History of Nutrition Symposiums at these meetings. He received many welldeserved honors and recognitions, but particularly prized his election to the US National Academy of Sciences in 1972.
An outstanding personal characteristic was his generosity in encouraging and supporting younger investigators as well as his sacrifices to serve actively and wholeheartedly on review boards, panels, and editorial and advisory committees related to nutrition both national and international. One notable time he was still working on the report of the Technical Advisory Committee in INCAP when his name was called by the President of Guatemala at a National Palace reception to receive its highest award to a scientist, the Robles Medal. Throughout he received strong support from his wife Elva, who often accompanied him on his international travels. His influence on and contributions to the major food and nutrition issues will be greatly missed, as will his positive, critical, constructive, and multifaceted approach to nutrition issues worldwide. Younger and older scientists alike have lost a good friend. Besides his wife, he leaves three sons, William J., James Richard, and Thomas Douglas. 
